PREFACE  TO  THE  SIXTH  EDITION
In preparing this edition my object has been to meet the require-
ments of medical undergraduates and I have therefore followed the
general pattern of previous editions as established by Sir Robert
Muir. The time is still far off when it will be possible to arrange the
text under etiologioal headings alone,, and I believe that it is best
to discuss first the chief morbid processes and then in turn the various
systems of the body with the diseases to which each is subject. It
is fashionable to-day to say that students are taught too much detail
and that more stress should be laid on the importance" of general
principles. But general principles can be derived only from a multi-
plicity of special examples; accordingly I make no apology for
retaining the previous arrangement or for the fact that this arrange-
ment necessitates both detailed description and some repetition. By
incorporating the more important recent advances, especially in the
clinical, experimental and endocrine fields, I hope that the book may
continue to be of value also to post-graduates.
Pathology is the systematic study of the nature and causes of
disease processes. Disease is the result partly of changes in the
tissues brought about either by physical or chemical agents or living
parasites, and partly of the reaction of the tissues to such changes,
Disease has no independent existence in itself; its manifestations
require for their development both the action of the exciting cause
and the reaction of the individual patient. No man is quite as his
neighbour and thus there is infinite variety in the manifestations of
disease due to any single cause. Before the elaboration of the mani-
fold techniques of laboratory and clinical investigation now in use,
Pathology was very much the study of morbid anatomy and there
is still nothing offered by the teacher of Pathology to his students
which compares with the opportunity to learn by attendance at the
^Bcrcjgsy.^ Here the culmination of the natural history of a disease,
uScMeaperhaps over many months or years, may be exposed at a
stroke, and when the case-record is viewed in retrospect, the associa-
tion of this morbid change with a particular physical sign or clinical
symptom is impressed .on the memory. This opportunity is afforded
to most students of Medicine for only a brief period in their lifelong
contact with disease. The importance of the necropsy in the teaching
of Pathology can hardly be over-emphasised and there is no substitute
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